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During the last t^jeak in October 194 S» General Kurasov suimnoned USIA officials 
to a Hotel Impcjrial conference and armounced that all USIA entarTTises ii&re 
zemoved from the control of the Soviet. Foi^i^i Ministry a^^^.ac©d under the 
direct authority of the Soviet hlF;h cormnd in Austria Coment i Pra- 25 X 1 A 

vious information indicated that USIA vas not responsible to the military 
authority in Austria^^ but directly under the Sov 5 .et Central Adniaistration 
for Geiron Properties in Occupied Areas, tiliich is subordinate to the Gosplan 
in Moscow..) 

2 . « Kurasov ordered the disr^issal of soveic^l Austrian officials of USIA, incliad- 

inf' Krnst Fellin^er of the Lir?:ht Ij^dustry Section » 

3 , fha reason for the change was praoumably not stated ly Kurasov® Source be- 
lieves it is the result of USIA efforts to evade financial rertulations of 
the Sovir^t tlilitary Bank*. These \^ere broughtto lioht in tlie recent scandal 
involving USIA^s larr^-scale sale of oil to the Vionm municipality throu^i 
an Austrian mddleman vdthout depositing the proceeds in the Soviet Military 
Danko 
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